2011 Jump$tart National Educator Conference
Making the Case…

In today’s economy, teachers are expected to justify every school district dime they spend, as well as any time they take away from the classroom. To help you make your case to administrators for attending the 2011 Jump$tart National Educator Conference, we offer the following suggestions: 

· Review the conference program to identify which sessions would most benefit you, your students and your school. The Jump$tart National Educator Conference is designed to introduce teachers to information, resources, and techniques that they can employ in their classrooms on Monday!
· Consider the opportunities that could come from networking with fellow teachers, curriculum resource providers, education and financial services professionals from across the country, who share your passion for financial education.
· Demonstrate that the Jump$tart National Educator Conference is the best deal in town:

· The conference registration fee of $350—unchanged from 2010—includes a two-night hotel stay, all conference meals and refreshments, materials and content.  
· Conference attendees are offered discounted airfare from American Airlines. 

· Conducted mostly over a weekend, this conference limits (and in some cases eliminates) the costs for substitute teachers.

· Discuss the benefits of an exhibition hall dedicated to financial education, where teachers don’t have to wade through extraneous exhibits to find pertinent resources and exhibitors who encourage attendees to take extra for their colleagues back home.

· Point out that attendees who meet eligibility criteria, will receive 15 professional development hours for their participation.
· Remember t hat as a representative of your school and district, your attendance will demonstrate commitment to financial literacy – a movement that is gaining significant national attention and awareness.

· Complete a letter of request and submit the information to your principal or department head.  A sample is provided here.
Finally, contact Jump$tart’s National Educator Conference team if you have any questions and don’t forget to register, starting September 6, 2011!
[Principal / Building Administrator Name]:
This letter is to formally request permission to attend the Jump$tart National Educator Conference, November 4-6, in Washington, DC.

Considered the only national educator conference devoted entirely to personal finance education in the classroom this event historically is attended by over 300 teachers from 48 states. It features multiple workshop and plenary sessions led by leaders in the youth financial literacy field features over 50 exhibitors who offer teaching resources and tools to help our students comprehend this valuable life skill. 

Below are the Conference sessions and learning objectives I have identified as most relevant, and anticipate will be beneficial to our school and students:  bottom line: 
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The complete list of sessions can be found by clicking the Conference Brochure link on the Conference website.

