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NH JUMP$TART CROWNS THE A 2011 LIFESMARTS STATE CHAMPION
The New Hampshire LifeSmarts program, which builds a broad range of life skills for teenagers, has experienced substantial growth over its eight years of existence.  According to the New Hampshire Jump$tart Coalition, the number of students actively participating in this state-wide educational program in 2011 has increased substantially since its introduction in 2003. In addition, the average scores for the teams during 2011 increased as well, reflecting more command of the subject matter.

NH Jump$tart’s President, Dan Hebert, explained that “LifeSmarts is a successful nationwide program to improve the life skills of teenagers in several crucial topic areas, from personal finance to health and safety.  NH Jump$tart made the commitment to bring LifeSmarts here eight years ago because it is such a great fit for our mission to improve our children’s ability to make informed decisions and become successful adults.  NH LifeSmarts is gaining in popularity thanks to our many tireless volunteers, such as LifeSmarts chairperson Kathleen Belanger of the NH Insurance Department, the generosity of sponsors like Sovereign Bank, Meredith Village Savings Bank and of course, the coaches and students who put in hours of time to learn the material.” 

Hebert also praised Southern New Hampshire University for hosting the 2011 state championship again this year and pledging up to $20,000 in scholarships for any member of the state championship team who enrolls at SNHU.  

The 2011 NH LifeSmarts Champions are students from Inter-Lakes High School in Meredith coached by Chuck Bates.  Team members Cody Cook, Austin Hart, Teddy Willey, Galen Muskat and Sven Gustafson have now turned their attention to preparing to represent the Granite State at the LifeSmarts National competition in Los Angeles in April.  

Established in 2000, NH Jump$tart is a non-profit 501 (c)(3) organization dedicated to improving the personal financial education of students throughout New Hampshire.  It’s corps of volunteers is dedicated to helping young people better prepare for the challenges posed by today’s more complex marketplace of goods and services.   For more information about NH Jump$tart, NH LifeSmarts, other activities promoting sound personal money management skills, and free resources for students and teachers, visit: www.nhjumpstart.org. 
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