[image: image1.jpg]~
mpSrarTs

FINANCIAL SMARTS FOR STUDENTS
NEW HAMPEHIRE COALITION






News Release/
Photo Opportunity 

For Immediate Release

For More Information Contact:

Daniel Hebert, President, NH Jump$tart Coalition
Phone: (603) 731-1812

New Hampshire Jump$tart Coalition and Fidelity Investments Announce the “I Can Save!” Tour 
MERRIMACK, NH, April 1, 2011 —The New Hampshire Jump$tart Coalition and Fidelity Investments will kick off an exciting initiative for elementary school children called “I Can Save,” at Thorntons Ferry Elementary School in Merrimack on April 5.   This will begin a month-long financial literacy educational tour to elementary schools throughout the Granite State. NH State Treasurer Catherine Provencher, representatives from Fidelity Investments, the NH Jump$tart Coalition, and other dignitaries are expected to participate in the kickoff event.  
Elementary schools included on the tour are Bakie Elementary School – Kingston; Bath Village School – Bath; Brown Elementary School – Berlin; Centre School – Hampton; Dunbarton Elementary School – Dunbarton; Elm Street School – Laconia; Piermont Village School – Piermont; Warren Village School – Warren; Westmoreland School - Westmoreland
The “I Can Save” initiative is designed to encourage elementary school children to begin a savings habit that can be continued through their lives. Each student will receive a Moonjar moneybox after participating in an interactive lesson.  Moonjar moneyboxes were created as a tool for children and families to incorporate strong financial values and practices into their daily lives. Each one consists of three moneyboxes (Spending, Saving, and Sharing), a family guide to get started, a passbook to record deposits and withdrawals, and a NH Jump$tart elastic band to hold the assembled boxes together.  
NH Jump$tart President Daniel Hebert is grateful for Fidelity’s support and participation. According to Hebert, the Coalition has taken on a formidable challenge. “We know that today’s youth are witnessing a world teeming with financial pitfalls, including record levels of personal bankruptcy filings, escalating tuition costs and high unemployment. The vast majority of young adults are not learning about sound money management. We owe it to our children to provide this fundamental life skill in an accurate, consistent, and accessible manner.” This tour will be a nice addition to our activities in April which is commemorated as Youth Financial Literacy Month.”
“For the past 13 years, we have helped thousands of New Hampshire parents achieve their college savings goals for their children by promoting responsible investing practices through our partnership with Fidelity Investments and our Unique College Investing Plan,” said Cathy Provencher, New Hampshire State Treasurer. “We are proud to support organizations like NH Jump$tart that are now helping to bring children into those discussions by providing the tools and education necessary for NH students to understand and experience financial independence and success.” 
NH Jump$tart is a non-profit  501 (c)(3) organization created in 2000 and dedicated to improving the personal financial education of students throughout New Hampshire.  More information about NH Jump$tart and its activities is available on its web site: www.nhjumpstart.org. 
Fidelity Investments is one of the world's largest providers of financial services, with assets under administration of over $3.2 trillion, including managed assets of $1.5 trillion as of February 28, 2010. Fidelity offers investment management, retirement planning, brokerage, and human resources and benefits outsourcing services to over 20 million individuals and institutions as well as through 5,000 financial intermediary firms. The firm is the largest mutual fund company in the United States, the No. 1 provider of workplace retirement savings plans, the largest mutual fund supermarket, a leading online brokerage firm and one of the largest providers of custody and clearing services to financial professionals. For more information about Fidelity Investments, visit www.fidelity.com.
PHOTO OPPORTUNITY
What:


I Can Save elementary school program kick-off event, featuring NH State Treasurer Catherine Provencher, Joseph Murray of Fidelity Investments and other dignitaries.  
When:

Tuesday, April 5, 2011
Where:
Thorntons Ferry Elementary School @ 9:00 a.m.
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